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Q: How long does your staff get to understand fully FRBR concept?  
 
UIC provided 12 hours of initial training in FRBR concepts for our copy catalogers. Since this was 
foundational training in the FRBR concepts, UIC was training the copy catalogers for an understanding 
and an awareness of the concepts, and not so much for specific application. And we continue to provide 
support for staff with ongoing training efforts with RDA and FRBR. 
Librarians need a more intimate grasp of FRBR since they will generally be the ones who handle the 
more complex and specialized works.  
 
Q: Recently we made the 300 DA fields to display on our OPAC. For example : For an e-book in the 300 
field it says 1 online resource. And again in 338 field it says online resource. I see it is repeated twice; 
does the user need to see in two places the same information? Does your library display the 338 filed 
also? 
  
The UIC OPAC does not display the 338 field at this time, although it does display in the MARC record 
view, if selected by the user. Your situation appears to be a limitation of the current technology. The 
user does not need to see this data twice, but in your ILS, it seems to be programmed to do so. 
Hopefully enhancements and new discovery systems will index this data with less redundancy. 
 
Q: What was the rationale behind using the 260 as opposed to the 264 field? 
  
UIC made the decision to provide a certain amount of value-added content for our users, based on what 
we thought would be a reasonable addition of workload for our copy catalogers. We also did not want 
to create work; and so the decision was based on the assumption that at some point the technology and 
programming will catch up and this change could be done by machine, in batch. 
 
 


